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THINK SNOW!  

 

 

 The ski season is upon us.  The Mountain 
Division Executive would like to welcome back 
all returning patrollers and new recruits for the 
2008-2009 season. 
 I would like to thank all the zone training 
officers for their commitment and the many 
hours they have put in to ensure that returning 
patrollers as well as all the rookies are certified 
for the coming season! 
 On October 18th I attended the National Fall 
meeting for the Division Presidents.  John Leu 
(National President), Mark Silvestre (National 
VP of Operations) and Gary Moore (National 
VP of Safety) also attended.  It was only a one 
day meeting and was held this year in Calgary 
due to financial reasons.  It was cheaper to fly 
everyone into Calgary then anywhere in 
Canada. The cost of the meeting is on a cost 
sharing basis ï every Division will be billed the 
same amount.   I would like to thank Geoff 
Scotton for inviting everyone over to Calgaryôs 
returning training sessions for lunch.   
 This yearôs Mountain Division First Aid and 
Toboggan Competition will be held at Marmot 
Basin on March 7, 2009. This is a great learning 
experience and lots of fun for everyone 
involved. 
 The National Annual Conference will be 
held this year in Oshawa on May 21 ï 24th, 
2009.   
 VANOC 2010 is still taking late registration.  
They are still looking for more first aiders and 
information is on the National website.   
 The National Junior Patrol Program has 
been cancelled by the National Board on a 
recommendation from our legal committee.  
This was effective immediately.  If a Zone  

wishes to have 16 and 17 year old youngsters 
become patrollers, this can be accomplished 
utlising the usual procedures. 
 There is an Avalanche clothing bag going 
from zone to zone.  Check with your zone 
executive to see when it will be in your area. 
 
Hope everyone has a successful ski season! 
 
Bill Thompson, 
Mountain Division President 
 
 
 
 

 
A special thank you to a major CSPS Mountain 
Division sponsor. 
 
 
 
 
 

Mountain Peaks 
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A PORTRAIT OF WATSON 
LAKE ZONE 

 
 If you decide to visit the Yukon via the 
Alaska Highway, the first community that you 
will come to will be Watson Lake, a community 
of 1300 also known as the Gateway to the 
Yukon.  (Whitehorse is 441 km west of Watson 
Lake.)   
 This is a busy community that is fortunate to 
have amazing recreational facilities including a 
ski hill just 6 km out of town.  In the late 1960ôs 
a group of volunteers, skiers and non-skiers 
alike, formed the Watson Lake Ski Club and 
dedicated their time, energy and personal 
resources to develop the ski areaôs facilities into 
what it is today.  Due to the strong commitment 
of the non-profit society, along with the support 
of the local community, municipality and various 
funding sources, the area has been in 
continuous operation since it first opened.   
The Watson Lake ski hill known as Mt. Maichen 
has a vertical of 600 feet, two T-bars, nine runs 
ranging from beginner to expert and a beautiful 
chalet that provides full services. 
 In 1985 due to rising insurance costs and a 
need for trained first aiders, fourteen volunteers 
started training with lots of help from the 
CSPSôs Mountain Division.  The Division 
provided us with examiners including Sandy 
Cummings, Louise Coleman-Bradford, Gail 
Hubbard, who was then the Division president, 
Bill Inch and Val Claveau.  These individuals 
gave us a lot support with equipment and badly 
needed on-hill training.  Watson Lake Zone 
became official in 1986 with two of the original 
patrollers still active. 
 Maintaining the Watson Lake Zone has 
been quite a challenge due to the nature of a 
northern transient community and boom or bust 
economy.  Many times we trained Patrollers 
and Assistant Instructors only to have them 
move on to another community.  However, our 
loss was another Zoneôs gain.  We have 
developed a policy of approaching any skiing or 
boarding newcomers in our area to join our 
patrol.  Our patroller numbers have fluctuated 
from a low of 11 to a record number this year of 
17 regular patrollers and 3 JSPôs.  Three of 
these patrollers joined Yukon Zone after they 
provided first aid services at the 2007 Canada 
Winter Games in Whitehorse, and in return the 
Yukon Zone helped us out last spring, when 
many of our patrollers were out of the territory. 

 On our Zoneôs 20th anniversary in 2006 we 
received the Mountain Division Outstanding 
Zone Award.  This was a great honour and the 
members have proudly displayed the award in 
the patroller room to remind everyone that we 
are appreciated. 
 The Zone has offered services to the music 
festivals as well as horse shows.  Our Patrollers 
also exclusively look after the School Ski 
Program for children in Grades 4-7.  This 
program is now in its tenth year.  Seeing the big 
smiles and confidence in the young people is 
our reward. 
 This year with Fr. Ain on patrol our motto is, 
ñWe can offer physical as well as spiritual 
assistance when needed.ò 
 In closing, if you decide to visit the Yukon in 
summer or winter donôt forget to stop in at 
Watson Lake for a friendly chat or coffee.  We 
might even offer you accommodation. 
 

A couple of photos at the Watson Lake ski 
hill ï Mt. Maichen: 

 

 
 

 
Ahh, it is beautiful! 
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GOOD NEWS OUT OF 
WHITEHORSE 

 

 Mount Sima will be re-opening this year. 
As you may have heard, Mount Sima fell on 
hard times last year.  After experiencing a chain 
of serious issues with equipment failure, the hill 
closed down after only 3 days of operation. 
Thanks to funding from the Territorial 
Government, the City of Whitehorse and Yukon 
Lotteries, the hill has secured the funding 
necessary to get back on its feet and fully 
operational.  A fresh board of directors is in 
place to run the hill, utilizing a new board 
structure whereby user groups are each 
represented on the board - including a seat for 
the ski patrol.  Don Wilson (CSP # 813) is the 
CSPS representative on the Great Northern Ski 
Society board.  The snowmaking, chair lift and 
t-bar have all been fully repaired and inspected. 
A full contingent of staff has been hired, 
including a new hill manager, outdoor 
operations manager and snowmaking crew. 
Mount Sima hopes to be open in time for the 
Christmas holidays, snow and weather 
permitting.  
 Ski patrol first aid training has been 
completed and we are ready to shake off the 
rust and get back at it after a year away from 
the hill.  The new hill manager is fully supportive  
of the CSPS patrol and has further stated that 
he will support a junior patrol program, 
contingent upon securing insurance coverage 
More information on Mount Sima is available at 
www.mountsima.com  
  
Tim Sellars, ZP  
CSPS Yukon Zone 
 
 
 

2
nd

 Annual Ski Patrol Reunion 
 

Come out and ski with patrollers and patrol 
alumni from across the country.  Meet old 
friends and make new ones while skiing in 
that crisp white powder at one of the largest 
ski resorts in Canada. 
 
WHEN ï February 1st to February 7th 
 
WHERE ï Sun Peaks Resort, just outside 
Kamloops BC 
 

 
ACCOMMODATIONS ï Heffley Boutique Inn, 
in the heart of the village ï most rooms contain 
either 2 queen beds or 1 king bed and some 
rooms also include a pullout sofa (queen size) ï 
they also include a small fridge, microwave, two 
burner stove and dinnerware, glasses and 
utensils. 
 
COST ï Package A includes 6 nightôs 
accommodation and 5 days skiing: 
 
  Single - $ 776.00 per person 
  Double - $ 575.00 per person 
  Triple - $ 508.00 per person 
  Quad - $ 475.00 per person 
 
 Package B includes 6 nightôs 
accommodation and 6 days skiing: 
 
  Single - $ 837.00 per person 
  Double - $ 635.00 per person 
  Triple - $ 565.00 per person 
  Quad - $ 532.00 per person 
 
BOOKING ï All reservations must be made 
through National Office, with payment at the 
time of reservation.  You are responsible for 
finding your own roommates, the office will not 
try to place people in rooms to lower the 
individual cost.  National Office telephone 
number is 613-822-2245, office hours are 
Monday to Friday 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM.  The 
contact at National Office is Ms. Renee 
Scanlon, her extension is #31 and her email 
address is manager@skipatrol.ca 
 
CANCELLATIONS ï will be accepted up until 
Monday December 15th, after that you will forfeit 
the accommodation portion of your booking.  
Cancellations prior to December 15th will 
increase the cost to any other individuals 
booked into the room of the person cancelling. 
 
EXTRA DAYS ï please contact the hotel 
directly to book rooms for dates prior to or after 
the Reunion.  Heffley Boutique Inn, telephone 
250-578-8343, fax 250-578-8395 or on the web 
www.heffleyinn.com.  Single day lift tickets are 
$71.00 plus tax. 
 
QUESTIONS ï Al Knott ï aknott@eagle.ca 
 
 
 
 

http://www.mountsima.com/
http://www.heffleyinn.com/
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AVALANCHE SKILLS 
TRAINING (AST) COURSES 

 The CSPS Avalanche Education Group is 
gearing up for another winter season of 
avalanche courses.  This article will outline 
what has been planned to date, regarding the 
AST level 1 & 2 courses.  (Actually, it will only 
describe what is happening in the central & 
southern parts of Alberta, as Kirstie Simpson, in 
Whitehorse, will be organizing her usual slate of 
courses in that area.) 
 For an overview of the AST 1 & AST 2 
courses, check out the CSPS Mountain Division 
website, 
http://www.mountaindivision.ca/education.htm.  
For more information, on either course, contact 
Ken Lukawy (Mountain Division Avalanche 
Training Coordinator) at 
lukawy@telusplanet.net 
 
AST 1 

 So far, there is one AST 1 course definitely 
planned and one in the planning stages. 
 The one in the planning stages will be held 
at Marmot.  Dates and amount of interest have 
not been settled yet.  Keep an eye on the 
Division calendar page 
(http://www.mountaindivision.ca/calendar.htm) 
for updates. 
 The definite one - March 14 & 15, will be at 
Lake Louise.  There is usually an in-town 
session on a week night prior to the weekend.  
Gord & Debbie Ritchie are the course 
organizers and can be reached at 
dritchie@ucalgary.ca or 
 GRITCHIE@petro-canada.ca. 
 

AST 2 

 Mountain Division will once again organize 
an AST 2 course this winter.  The great news is 
that we have been able to book an instructor 
and settle on the dates! 
The course will be held February 20 to 23 (that 
is a Friday to Monday).  The location will, once 
again, be in the Lake Louise area. 
The best news is that Karl Klassen has 
enthusiastically agreed to teach the AST 2 
course this year.  Karl is a fully certified 
mountain guide with a lot of credentials: 

 

 Å Past president of the ACMG 
(Association of Canadian Mountain 
Guides) 

 Å Former avalanche forecaster at the 
Canadian Avalanche Centre 

 Å He is the technical writer who wrote all 
the lesson plans for the AST 1 & AST 2 
course manuals 

 Å He has taught courses in Canada & the 
US (and probably elsewhere that I don't 
know about) 

 Å For the last couple of years he was the 
lead guide at Monashee Cat Powder 

 Å As a former Calgary resident, the  
 
  The Rockies are like his backyard! 
 The cost is $250.00 This includes instructor 
fees, student manuals, lift tickets at Lake Louise 
ski area and use of beacon, probe and shovel 
(if you don't have your own). 
What's not included - accommodation, rental of 
touring skis and climbing skins (if you don't 
have your own). 
 A deposit is required to hold your spot - 
$100.  Deposits will be refunded if the course 
does not run.  Cheques, made out to CSPS 
Mountain Division - Avalanche, can be sent to: 

Ken Lukawy  
323 Coach Light Bay SW  
Calgary  AB  T3H 1X3 

 Group size - a minimum of 6 persons are 
required to make this course a go!  Eight is the 
maximum number for one instructor, so the first 
eight people who send in their deposit will be 
guaranteed a spot.  People who sign up after 
that will only be accepted if we have another 4 
patrollers or a total of 12 students. We can then 
justify Karl hiring an assistant instructor. 
 It looks like we will have lots of interest in 
the course this year, so send in your deposits 
early! 
 

ACCESS TO AVALANCHE COURSES 

Are you interested in AST Courses, but think 
the costs are too much for your budget?  
Mountain Division, in the Education portfolio, 
does have a pot of money to assist patrollers 
attending AST courses.  This money is not 
restricted to attending CSPS organized 
courses, but can also be used to attend AST 
courses put on by other AST providers in your 
area.  Contact Ken Lukawy for details. 

Continued on the next page .... 

http://www.mountaindivision.ca/education.htm
mailto:lukawy@telusplanet.net
http://www.mountaindivision.ca/calendar.htm
mailto:dritchie@ucalgary.ca
mailto:GRITCHIE@petro-canada.ca
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PATROLLERS THAT ARE SLEDDERS? 

Not being a sledder myself, I apologize for not 
remembering those patrollers that may be into 
snowmobiling!  The courses described above 
are for skiers (& snowboarders) only, but there 
are resources available to sledders.  The best 
one that I know is Zacôs Tracs 
(http://www.zacstracs.com/).  Lori Zacaruk is a 
snowmobile AST provider, based in Black 
Diamond, but reaches a wide area in spreading 
the ñavalanche wordò. 

OTHER AVALANCHE ITEMS 
 
Avalanche Bulletins have begun!  Visit 
www.avalanche.ca/CAC_Bulletin_Regions and 
select your avalanche forecast area of interest. 
 
One new CAC initiative is to ñ... ramp up early 
with public warnings with a campaign targeting 
early-season Rockies avalanche incidents. In 
the last few years there have been a series of 
early-season fatalities in the Rockies that were 
tragically preventable. It is our intent to mount a 
public campaign with Parks Canada and 
Kananaskis Country, to raise awareness of the 
need to be prepared for avalanche season early 
in this area.ò  This is primarily aimed at the early 
season ice climbers but will also be applicable 
to all early winter season backcountry travelers. 
 To kick start your avalanche ñrefresherò 
course, check out the ñThe Avalanche First 
Response Training Programò, an on-line course 
developed by the Canadian Avalanche 
Association.  You can find it at 
http://access.jibc.bc.ca/avalancheFirstRespons
e/index.htm.  There is also a link from the 
Division Education page. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

From your CSPS 

Mountain Division 

Executive:  
 

A very Happy and Safe 
Holiday Season to all of 
our dedicated Patrollers 
and their loved ones. 
May you find yourself in 
deep on the slopes! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.zacstracs.com/
http://www.avalanche.ca/CAC_Bulletin_Regions
http://access.jibc.bc.ca/avalancheFirstResponse/index.htm
http://access.jibc.bc.ca/avalancheFirstResponse/index.htm
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YOUR MOUNTAIN DIVISION TEAM: 
 
 

MOUNTAIN DIVISION ZONE PRESIDENTS 

Fred Cardwell ZP Red Deer Fred.Cardwell@rdc.ab.ca  

Peter Delauw ZP-S.Alberta pcdelauw@shaw.ca  

Bill Holt ZP - Peace bholt@telusplanet.net 

Dignus Kakebeeke ZP-Pembina dignus@xplornet.com 

Brian Keeler ZP-Edmonton briankeeler@shaw.ca 

Patricia Lambert ZP-Palliser pat.lambert@drdc-rddc.gc.ca 

Wayne Mimura ZP Ft McMurray wayne.fmcsps@yahoo.ca  

Geoff Scotton ZP - Calgary  geoffscotton@shaw.ca 

Tim Sellars ZP-Yukon roseandtim@hotmail.com 

Jenny Skelton ZP - Watson Lake jskelton@northwestel.net 

Dave Swindlehurst ZP- Drayton Valley dave.swindlehurst@weyerhaeuser.com 

MOUNTAIN DIVISION EXECUTIVE 

Pam FitzGerald Div VP Finance pamf@telusplanet.net 

Dave Harrison Div VP Operations. harrison@telusplanet.net 

Shayna Labbe Div-Nat Support  shaynalabbe@sympatico.ca 

Darrell Littlejohn Div VP Ed+Comp dlittlejohn@cwcarry.com 

Ken Lukawy Div Aval Co-ord lukawy@telusplanet.net 

Elizabeth Oldfield Div PL Liasion/cwsaa elizabeth_oldfield@nexeninc.com 

Nevenka Pritchard Div VP Safety nevenkamp@shaw.ca 

Carey Rowntree Div VP  Comm rtree@shaw.ca 

Dave  Swindlehurst Div VP Admin dave.swindlehurst@weyerhaeuser.com 

Bill Thompson Mtn Div President mb-thompson@shaw.ca 

Christine Walford Peaks Co-ord dcgall@shaw.ca 

 

Once you have read this issue of Peaks, please pass this issue along to 
your friends who want to find out more about our great organisation, the 

Canadian Ski Patrol System. 
 

Please see the following 2 pages for Registration Forms for the 
March 7, 2009 Competition at Marmot Basin. Forms you can type 
to and print are also available at www.mountaindivision.ca.

mailto:pcdelauw@shaw.ca
mailto:bholt@telusplanet.net
mailto:dignus@xplornet.com
mailto:briankeeler@shaw.ca
mailto:pat.lambert@drdc-rddc.gc.ca
mailto:wayne.fmcsps@yahoo.ca
mailto:geoffscotton@shaw.ca
mailto:roseandtim@hotmail.com
mailto:jskelton@northwestel.net
mailto:dave.swindlehurst@weyerhaeuser.com
mailto:harrison@telusplanet.net
mailto:shaynalabbe@sympatico.ca
mailto:dlittlejohn@cwcarry.com
mailto:elizabeth_oldfield@nexeninc.com
mailto:rtree@shaw.ca
mailto:dave.swindlehurst@weyerhaeuser.com
mailto:mb-thompson@shaw.ca
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