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SPRING & SUMMER  

 

 

 Hope everyone enjoyed their patrol season!  
There was too much cold weather and not 
enough snow in some zones but as in typical 
Mountain Division fashion I didn’t hear any 
complaints.   
 The Mountain Division First Aid and 
Toboggan Competition was held at Marmot 
Basin on March 7th.  Thanks to Edmonton Zone 
for hosting such a great time for everyone!  This 
was the first time that a team from Watson 
Lake competed at the Mountain Division First 
Aid Competition. 
 The National Annual Conference will be 
held in Oshawa, Ontario, May 21 – 24th.  It will 
be a busy conference with the Zone Presidents, 
Education and Safety Officers attending 
meetings.   
 On June 6 & 7, Mountain Division will be 
hosting their Spring Meeting in Edmonton.  In 
attendance will be the Zone Presidents, Safety 
and Education personnel.  Division awards will 
be handed out during the Saturday night 
banquet. 
 I would like to thank the Zone Presidents 
and the Division Executive for all their hard 
work and dedication to the CSPS. 
 Have a safe summer!  See you in the fall. 
  
 
Bill Thompson, 
Mountain Division President 

Summer EventsΩ {ǳƳƳŀǊȅ 
 
Edmonton Zone: 
 
May 23 - 5 peaks bike race - SunRidge Ski Area 
June 13 – 5 peaks bike race - Devon 
June 17- June 26 - Taste of Edmonton 
June 25 – 5 peaks bike race - Chickahoo lake 
Aug 22 – 5 peaks bike race - Terwilliger Park 
Sept 19 – 5 peaks bike race – Cooking Lake 
 
Yukon Zone: 
 
Whitehorse Triathlon - June 7 
Atlin Music Festival - July 10-12 
Yukon River Trail Marathon - August 2 
Trail of 98 Road Relay - September 11-12 
 
 
A special thank you to a major CSPS Mountain 
Division sponsor. 
 

Mountain Peaks 
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40th Annual Mountain Division 
First-Aid & Toboggan Competition 

Marmot Basin, March 7, 2009 
 

Rookie Category 
 

First-Aid 
1. Whistling Goats – Canada Olympic Park, Calgary 

Zone 
2. Little Sleds That Could – Rabbit Hill, Edmonton 

Zone 

3. The Young & The Restless – Watson Lake Zone 

On-Hill 
1. Whistling Goats – Canada Olympic Park, Calgary 

Zone 

2. The Young & The Restless – Watson Lake Zone 

3.  Little Sleds That Could – Rabbit Hill, Edmonton 

Zone 

Combined 
1. Whistling Goats – Canada Olympic Park, Calgary 

Zone 

2. Little Sleds That Could – Rabbit Hill, Edmonton 

Zone 

3. The Young & The Restless – Watson Lake Zone 
 

Mountain Category 
 

First-Aid 
1. Camels Rock – Marmot Basin, Edmonton Zone 

2. Snotsicles – Castle Mountain, Southern Alberta 

Zone 

3. Mac Attack – Ft. McMurray Zone 

On-Hill 
1. Camels Rock – Marmot Basin, Edmonton Zone 

2. Snotsicles – Castle Mountain, Southern Alberta 

Zone 

3. Mac Attack – Ft. McMurray Zone 

 
Combined 
1. Camels Rock – Marmot Basin, Edmonton Zone 

2. Snotsicles – Castle Mountain, Southern Alberta 

Zone 

3. Mac Attack – Ft. McMurray Zone 
 

 
 
 

Open Category 
 

First-Aid 
1.  Nakiska, Calgary Zone 

2. The Quick Chickens – Marmot Basin, Edmonton 

Zone 

3. The Foxes – Silver Summit, Edmonton Zone 

On-Hill 
1. The Quick Chickens – Marmot Basin, Edmonton 

Zone 

2. The Foxes – Silver Summit, Edmonton Zone 

3. Nakiska, Calgary Zone 

Combined 
1. Nakiska, Calgary Zone 

2. The Quick Chickens – Marmot Basin, Edmonton 

Zone 

3. The Foxes – Silver Summit, Edmonton Zone 
 

Highest Of All First Aid Mark:  
Camels Rock – Marmot Basin, Edmonton Zone 

 

Toboggan Race Results 
 

Rookie 
1. Whistling Goats – Canada Olympic Park, Calgary 

Zone 4:31.52 (10s penalties) 

2. Young & Restless – Watson Lake Zone 

  9:40.27 (25s penalties) 

Mountain 
1. Camels Rock – Marmot Basin, Edmonton Zone

  4:00.63 (20s penalties) 

2. Snotsicles – Castle Mountain, Southern Alberta 

Zone 5:02.40 (0s penalties) 

3. Little Sled That Could – Rabbit Hill, Edmonton 

Zone 5:25.41 (15s penalties) 

4. Mac Attack – Ft. McMurray Zone  

   5:48.38 (5s penalties) 
 

Open 
1. The Foxes – Silver Summit, Edmonton Zone 

  3:45.38 (0s penalties) 

2. The Quick Chickens – Marmot Basin, Edmonton 

Zone 3:47.42 (10s penalties) 
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40th Annual Mountain Division First Aid & Toboggan Competition 
Organizing Committee Report 

 

 Held on March 7, 2009 hosted by Edmonton Zone – the 40th Annual Mountain Division First Aid & 
Toboggan Competition started off in the great Canadian Rockies – in Jasper, Alberta at Marmot Basin. 
 With 9 teams registered, a promising weather report, a first aid scenario locked in the vault and the 
race course ready to go, the Edmonton Zone Organizing Team was ready to do what it took to ensure 
that all competitors, volunteers, evaluators and special guests were roaring to go early Saturday 
morning for and exciting CSPS event. 
 Friday night social sponsored by Liftboss – Owner Andre Gagnon and his team were excited to be 
special guests of a worthy event that Andre himself has participated in past years while an active 
patroller.  The Friday evening kicked off the events with some socializing, competition talk and 
taunting, team strategies being discussed and some great conversation with fellow patrollers from 
across Mountain Division.  We were delighted to see competitors registered from Watson Lake (a first 
in a long time), Fort McMurray, Southern Alberta, Calgary and Edmonton Zone.  Team members were 
somewhat subdued the Friday night – reasons we can only suspect of teams wanting to be in good 
form for competition.   
 Bright and early on a wonderful Jasper sunny day – the organizing committee with the greatly 
appreciated volunteers from Alberta and NWT were in full swing in the final set up for the competition 
– this included debriefing evaluators, competitors and volunteers, a little make-up application and at 
9:00 am sharp the competition was well underway with no hiccups (well almost no hiccups). 
 The first aid staging area is always interesting to be a fly around.  The teams are strategizing, 
discussing who should do what, when and where, double checking their equipment, toboggans and 
backpacks.  You can see the anticipation in their faces of wanting to get in there and do what we all do 
best – first aid triage, evaluating our patients and ensuring that we provide to them the best of care 
and transport them down the mountain safely.  It is always entertaining and fun to see the teams in 
competition mode – there also never fails to be some interesting alternate methods of bandages, 
splints and backboards - we never seem to disappoint the viewers and it is great to see the teams work 
together towards the same goal.  It is amazing how excited competitors’ goggles or sun glasses get 
fogged up.  After all is said and done they compare notes and always leave with a sense of 
accomplishment and satisfaction of having learned something new from competing and working in a 
team at such events.   
 After the first aid scenario there is that sigh of relief and excitement that next event of the day is 
the toboggan relay race........................... after lunch promptly at 1:15 pm the race officials are in place 
and ready to cheer on all of our Mountain Division zone represented teams.  
 The race moved along quickly – with 9 teams registered it was over before we knew it.  Teams did 
very well considering some teams had never done a relay race through gates and a simulated loaded 
toboggan.  Safety first -------- we had one incident during the race which left one team unfortunately 
having to pull out of the race.........I am certain the team will be back another year to compete.  
Everyone did very well with the course and it only took us 45 minutes to tear down the course 
completely.  One advantage of small groups and quick tear down is that happy hour comes earlier than 
expected.   
 6:00 pm cocktails and stories were a plenty.  The banquet room at the Jasper Park Lodge was 
buzzing with excitement, anticipation of getting results and for the organizing committee the home 
stretch.  We celebrated all of the team’s successes all the while appreciating the commitment of the 
sponsors, volunteers, members of the CSPS who evaluated, marshalled and took on tasks throughout 
the weekend with a wonderfully prepared meal and some beverages cheering on the festivities.   
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40th Annual Mountain Division First Aid & Toboggan Competition 
Organizing Committee Report, continued 

 
 Once the results were in, our Division VP of Education Darrell Littlejohn and On Snow Course 
Coordinator Dave Marchant presented the awards to the winning teams.  There was some ribbing, 
teasing and great messages shared throughout the presentations.  We certainly appreciate and respect 
all those who have contributed to the competition and its highlights – we would like to thank everyone 
who participated, volunteered, sponsored or watched the competition if it weren’t for the 
collaboration of all of these dedicated people competitions of this magnitude would not be as 
successful as they are. 
 On behalf of the Edmonton Zone and the host committee members a heartfelt thanks to everyone 
for your continued support and dedication to the CSPS.  Remember practice makes perfect and don’t 
forget we get to do this again next year.  See you in 2010!?! 
 
 

Yukon Zone News 
 

We recently held our awards banquet. Dave 
and Laurie Harrison came up to help celebrate 
the occasion. 
 
The event celebrated our National Outstanding 
Zone Award, CSPS recipient Don White and 
NAA recipient Jeff Boehmer. 
 
 A significant award this year went to Don 
Wilson, who was given Yukon Zone Life 
Member Award #002. 
Don has been a CSPS patroller for 29 years, is a 
NAA and CSP recipient, Instructor Trainer, APL 
and has a large variety of other special projects 
and leadership accomplishments under his belt. 
 
Mike Wagner (Yukon Zone Life Member Award 
#001) received a 25-year Yukon Zone Member 
Award. 
 
More information on Yukon Zone awards and 
upcoming non-skiing events is available at 
www.geocities.com/cspsyukon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Southern Alberta Zone News 
 
Outstanding Patroller: Dave Annis 

Merit Award: Lance Barclay 

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ !ǿŀǊŘΥ Carey Rowntree 

Zone Appreciation Awards: Ryan Enevold, Stan 
Christensen, Brenna Nicholson, Gina Troskot, 
Pam McDougall 

Victims Choice Award: Scott Nicholson 

Rookie of the Year: Matt Wilkie 

Service Awards: Tina Smith (20 years) 

 
Look who patrols at Castle Mountain! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

http://www.geocities.com/cspsyukon
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Insurance Coverage for Patrollers 
 
 A question often posed to Zone Presidents 
and Division executive members is “what kind 
of coverage is there for me as a patroller?” 
There are in fact two “coverage’s” in place to 
protect and/or assist patrollers in Mountain 
Division, and both are separate and distinct 
with one covering your actions as a patroller 
and the other covering you in the event of 
personal injury. 
 The first is a national policy that covers all 
patrollers in the System. The national policy is a 
general insurance policy giving patrollers legal 
protection for their actions while acting in a 
patrolling capacity. This covers “what you do” 
but does not protect a member if they utilise 
procedures, equipment or practices that are 
not part of the C.S.P.S. education program as 
approved methods or approved alternates. If 
you provide assistance using your training while 
not patrolling, you are covered as a Good 
Samaritan (assuming appropriate actions were 
taken without negligence) as any member of 
the public would be. 
 The second coverage for patrollers in 
Mountain Division is purchased on your behalf 
by the Division. This covers “what could happen 
to you”. It is a Group Accident Program that 
covers you as an individual if you should have a 
misfortune while patrolling. In brief terms, this 
policy supplies a death benefit and a schedule 
of coverage for injury or dismemberment. 
Injury sustained by the insured person (all full-
time members of the Division) while on a patrol-
sanctioned event, including while traveling 
directly to and from an insured person's normal 
place of residence for a patrol-sanctioned event.  
One very important aspect to be aware of is that 
there is no coverage for loss of wage/salary. The 
following is a summary of the key things the 
policy does cover (not an all inclusive list!): 
 

ACCIDENTAL DEATH   $  85,000 
PARALYSIS            $212,000 
DISMEMBERMENT SCHEDULE (& loss of use)  
up to     $212,000 
 

 

ACCIDENT MEDICAL INSURANCE- When due to 
bodily injury and within 30 days of the accident 
and while under medical care, the insurer will 
pay for the following to an overall maximum of 
$10,000 per occurrence: 
* hospital services including registered nurse 
* ambulance service 
* hearing aids, crutches, trusses, braces and 
splints 
* artificial limbs to $2,000 
* chiropractor, osteopath or physiotherapist 
* rental of wheelchair, iron lung or other 
therapeutic equipment   

  
DENTAL ACCIDENT EXPENSE- When due to an 
injury to whole or sound teeth (including 
capped or crowned teeth) we will pay up to 
$2,000 for treatment per accident. 
 

REHABILITATION- Should you require training to 
engage in an occupation which you would not 
have engaged except for the accident, we will 
pay up to $15,000 for such training. 
 

FAMILY TRANSPORTATION- Should you become 
hospitalized due to an accident more than 200 
kilometres from your home and require an 
immediate member of your family to be with 
you, we will pay up to $10,000 for the 
transportation. 
 

PERMANENT TOTAL DISABILITY - The insurer 
will pay the principal sum of $85,000 in the 
event an insured becomes permanently 
disabled as the result of a covered accident. 
This would cover losses not specifically insured 
elsewhere in the policy such as brain damage or 
coma. 
 A final note about insurance coverage deals 
with non-ski events. Zones are responsible for 
ensuring that all non-ski event sponsors have 
insurance in place specifically stating that “The 
Canadian Ski Patrol System and its members” 
are included as additionally insured to the 
general policy. A copy of this needs to be 
included with the event application sent to 
Division by the Zone President. 
 

Carey Rowntree, Mountain Division VP 
Communications 
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Camels on Snow 
(Originally published in Vue Weekly) 

JEREMY DERKSEN / 
snowzone@vueweekly.com 

 
 The official dedication of a special “camel 
crossing” in the upper reaches of Marmot Basin 
coincided with a heavy storm system that 
deposited 21 centimetres of fresh powder over 
the slopes Dec 6-7. Conjecture on the hill linked 
the resort’s gracious gesture to the camels with 
the stroke of snowy good fortune, suggesting 
that the move had somehow softened mighty 
Ullr’s heart.  
 Historians estimate that the camels arrived 
at Marmot around 1967-68. One controversial 
theory is that the beasts came to Marmot via 
the Chilkoot Trail, where they had been 
shipped from overseas to serve as pack animals 
on the treacherous northern passage. 
 Sightings of the animal are infrequent due 
to its preference for treed areas and sheltered, 
high alpine rock bands. When in the open they 
move exceptionally fast, having adapted well to 
the snowy terrain. However, though rarely 
seen, skiers do occasionally hear their calls. The 
camels have a distinctive, throaty bellow and 
will often call to one another through the trees, 
occasionally even bursting out in unison as a 
group.     
 Andrew Zych, a Marmot pro patroller and 
amateur wildlife biologist, has monitored the 
population’s behaviours and migratory patterns 
for the past X years. He and others believe the 
Marmot herd is vital to the survival of the 
nomadic species and contributes to biodiversity 
in the Jasper region. 
 Members of the Canadian Ski Patrol 
System, who patrol on weekends at Marmot 
Basin, have a special affinity for the herd. A 
group of between 20 to 30 members has 
devoted themselves to preserving the species. 
The Camelherders, as they are known, have a 
proud 40-year history at Marmot Basin and 
their efforts are widely acknowledged in 
establishing measures to further the cause of 
the animal. The ski run “Dromedary” was 
named on their behalf.  

 At the end of the 2007-08 ski season, 
Marmot management generously donated the 
camel crossing sign to the Camelherders in 
recognition of their efforts. The gesture 
reflected the goodwill that has grown up 
between the resort, the pro patrol and the 
CSPS. This mutual respect and friendship 
translates into a high-performing patrol whose 
various members, paid professionals and 
volunteers alike, consider themselves as one 
strong, united team working together on the 
mountain. 
 During the off-season, a special mount was 
made for the plaque. It was then transported 
by special convoy on the night of Friday Dec 5, 
arriving on the mountain the next morning. At 
10 AM on Dec 6, a dedication ceremony was 
held and the sign was affixed to a tree at a pre-
selected location on Elevator Chutes. (Although 
the location is accessible to the public, the 
exact spot has not been disclosed to avoid 
encouraging undue sightseeing traffic.) At the 
ceremony’s close the Camelherders let forth 
with their very own camel call, in homage to 
the beast. 
 
9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ ƴƻǘŜΥ ǘƘŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ 
information that may or may not be entirely 
accurate regarding the existence of real camels 
at Marmot Basin. However, the Camelherders 
are a real entity, the Camel Crossing sign does 
exist and details of the dedication ceremony are 
factually accurate. It is left to the reader to 
determine the truth. 
 

 
A sampling of Camelherders 
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STARS Training at Castle Mountain 
Feb. 21-22 

(Excerpt from STARS.ca )  

The STARS Mobile Simulation Program was the 
first mobile program of its kind in North 
America.  

The Human Patient Simulator replicates 
complex medical and traumatic problems over 
and over again, offering medical personnel an 
opportunity to test and practice their reactions 
and skills leading to a high degree of familiarity 
and confidence.  

 

 

The mannequin:  

 speaks and breathes  

 blinks and has reactive pupils  

 has a heartbeat and a pulse  

 accurately mirrors human responses to 
such procedures as CPR, intravenous 
medication, intubation, ventilation and 
catheterization 

The mannequins have been installed in two 
motor-homes, creating large mobile emergency 
rooms. Due to its complete versatility, STARS is 
able to bring training to health care workers 
who may be faced with barriers of distance and 
the inability to leave the community at regular 
intervals to train.

 

 

 

Castle Patrollers Andy Ellis and Frank Lehniger with the STARS Human Patient Simulator 

and a member of the Castle Mountain Pro-patrol 
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YOUR MOUNTAIN DIVISION TEAM: 
 
 

 
MOUNTAIN DIVISION ZONE PRESIDENTS 

Lance Barclay S. Alberta 403 380-2835 dbarclay@shaw.ca 

Robert Cheney Palliser 403 526-1429 robert.chesney@drdc-rddc.gc.ca 

Bill Holt Peace 780 539 0911 bholt@telusplanet.net 

Dick Hornby Red Deer 403 342-7201 hornby@telusplanet.net 

Dignus Kakebeeke Pembina 780 349-5635 dignus@xplornet.com 

Brian Keeler Edmonton 780 462-5495 briankeeler@shaw.ca 

Wayne Mimura Ft McMurray 780 791-9040 wayne.fmcsps@yahoo.ca  

Geoff Scotton Calgary  403 230-5728 geoffscotton@shaw.ca 

Tim Sellars Yukon 867 668-6095 roseandtim@hotmail.com 

Jenny Skelton Watson Lake 867 536-7488 jskelton@northwestel.net 

Dave Swindlehurst Drayton Valley 780 542-7449 dave.swindlehurst@weyerhaeuser.com 

 
 MOUNTAIN DIVISION EXECUTIVE 

Louise Charron Competition Coord. 780 468-6858 jpcharron@shaw.ca 

Pam FitzGerald VP Finance 780 465-0090 pamf@telusplanet.net 

Dave Harrison VP Operations. 780 542-5647 harrison@telusplanet.net 

Shayna Labbe National Support  403 697-3717 shaynalabbe@sympatico.ca 

Darrell Littlejohn VP Education 780 463-1010 dlittlejohn@cwcarry.com 

Ken Lukawy Avalanche Coord. 403 240-2897 lukawy@telusplanet.net 

Elizabeth Oldfield PL Liasion/CWSAA 403 282-7807 elizabeth_oldfield@nexeninc.com 

Carey Rowntree VP  Communications 403 328-4270 rtree@shaw.ca  

Dave  Swindlehurst VP Administration 780 542-7449 dave.swindlehurst@weyerhaeuser.com 

Bill Thompson Mtn Div President 780 743-0024 mb-thompson@shaw.ca 

Christine Walford Peaks Coord. 780 479-4961 dcgall@shaw.ca 

 
 
 

Once you have read this issue of Peaks, please pass it along to your 
friends who want to find out more about our great organisation, the 

Canadian Ski Patrol System. 
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